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Historian and progressive activist Daniel Boone Schirmer died in 

Cambridge, Mass., April 21 at the age of 91.  Many in the fields of 

American Studies, American History, and Asian American Studies are 

familiar with his books, Republic or Empire: American Resistance to the 

Philippine War (Schenkman, 1972) and The Philippines Reader: A 

History of Colonialism, Neocolonialism, Dictatorship, and Resistance 

(South End Press, 1987), co-edited with Stephen R. Shalom.  He also 

made many other contributions to both activism and academia.  The two 

were never far apart in his life.

A radical student leader, Boone was elected executive secretary for the 

Boston district of the American Student Union during its national 

convention in December 1938.  The convention also passed resolutions 

against arming imperial Japan and Franco in Spain, and supporting 

provision of material aid to Republican Spain and occupied China.  

Those were the kinds of distinctions he would make throughout his life.  

He also fought Fascism in Europe by serving in Italy with the U.S. Army 

during World War II.

During the 1940s and 1950s, he was a prominent leader of the 

Communist Party USA.  In 1949 and 1951, he represented the CPUSA 

in legal challenges to "loyalty oath" laws in Massachusetts that barred 

Communists from holding state, county or municipal office, or practicing 

law in the state.  He soon gained national notoriety as newspapers 

across the country published accounts of the "Red Trials" of the 

McCarthy era.  He spent four years living underground, finally turning 

himself in voluntarily in October 1955 to face "sedition" charges under 

the Smith Act.  The trials of he and other "Bay State Reds" continued 

through 1957.

Learning of Stalin's horrific abuses in Russia, Boone became 

disillusioned with the CPUSA, but not with socialism, and returned to 

graduate school in the 1960s to become a New Left historian.  Republic 

or Empire grew out of his dissertation written at Boston University in 

1971.  Also that year, his 1969 essay, "William James and the New 

Age," was reprinted in Irwin Unger, ed., Beyond Liberalism: The New 

Left Views History (Xerox College Publishing, 1971), and he published 

"MyLai Was Not the First Time," an early comparison of the wars in the 

Philippines and Vietnam, in the New Republic (April 24, 1971).

After Ferdinand Marcos declared martial law in the Philippines in 

September 1972, Boone was among the first Americans to speak out 

against U.S. military and economic support of the Marcos dictatorship.  

On February 11, 1973, he gave an address on "The Philippines -- 

Another Vietnam?" at the Community Church of Boston.  In November, 

he was one of the founders of Friends of the Filipino People, an 

organization of Filipinos and Americans who campaigned to end U.S. 

support for the Marcos regime, release of political prisoners, and 

removal of U.S. military bases from the Philippines.  In 1993, Boone, 

along with former Philippine senators Jovito Salonga and Wigberto 

Tanada, were honored in the Philippines for their leadership of the anti-

bases movement that led to the historic 1991 vote in the Philippine 

Senate calling for removal of all U.S. military bases from the country.

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, he continued to write about U.S. 

military bases in the Philippines, Korea, Okinawa, and Central America, 

and U.S. interventions in the Middle East.  Many of his essays were 

published in Monthly Review, by Friends of the Filipino People, by the 

Boston Okinawa Network, and by organizations in the Philippines and 

Japan.  Among his most recent publications is "Racism and Intervention 

in the Third World, Past and Present," in Vestiges of War: The 

Philippine-American War and the Aftermath of an American Dream, ed. 

Angel Velasco and Luis R. Francia (New York Univ. Press, 2002).

Responding to the invasion of Iraq in 2003, Boone revised Republic or 

Empire for online publication with a new preface by Howard Zinn, who 

also wrote the preface to the original 1972 edition.  Thirty-one years 

after drawing lessons from the Philippine experience to address the war 

in Vietnam, they now urged study of American resistance to the 

Philippine War in relation to the new war in the Middle East.  Long out of

print, the book is now available from anywhere in the world and is once 

again being used in high school and college history classes.

In a Filipino-American Friendship Day essay published in 2002, 

University of the Philippines Professor Roland G. Simbulan paid tribute 

to Boone's dedication to improving U.S.-Philippines relations:

A Boone to the Filipino People

http://www.up.edu.ph/forum/2002/July02/boone.html
In 2004, the Association for Asian American Studies honored him with 

its Lifetime Achievement Award.

Boone is best known as an outspoken activist and scholar, but some of 

his most important contributions were made quietly.  A generous friend 

and mentor, he inspired and gave guidance to the work of generations, 

both in the classroom and out, in the United States and in the 

Philippines.

During the 1990s, Boone made significant donations to libraries from his

massive collection of books, pamphlets and personal papers.  He 

donated more than 4,000 books on Philippine and U.S. history to the 

Third World Studies Center at the University of the Philippines.  He 

wouldn't allow the collection to be named after him, and proposed that it 

be named the Apolinario Mabini Collection, after the hero of the 

Philippine Revolution.

In 1994, he donated more than 960 rare books and pamphlets on U.S. 

imperialism to the John Hay Library at Brown University, this time 

allowing it to be named the Daniel B. Schirmer Collection on the History 

of American Imperialism.  Mary-Jo Kline, the curator for American 

History who handled the donation, writes that "the presence of the 

Schirmer collection convinced the Library of its special obligation to 

provide students, faculty, and other researchers with broader and better 

balanced opportunities for studying the Western Hemisphere in the 

nineteenth and twentieth centuries as well as in the centuries of 

exploration and colonization."

A collection of antique stereoscopic cards of the Philippine-American 

War he gave to Jose W. Diokno, former Philippine Senator and Chair of 

the Civil Liberties Union of the Philippines, served as the basis for Maria

Serena I. Diokno's book, Voices and Scenes of the Past: The Philippine-

American War Retold (Quezon City: Jose W. Diokno Foundation, 1999).

Boone also donated personal and organizational papers to other 

libraries.

A memorial service will be held on June 17, 1:30-4:30 p.m., at the 

Friends Meeting House of Cambridge, 5 Longfellow Park, Cambridge, 

MA 02138.
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